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Monday, June 20, 2011 

Agenda 

5:00 p.m. 

 
Committee Members:  M. Goodman-Hinnershitz Chair, D. Sterner, S. Marmarou 

 
Although Council committee meetings are open to the public, public comment is not permitted. However, citizens 

are encouraged to attend and observe the committee meetings. Comment from citizens or professionals during the 

meeting may be solicited on agenda topics via invitation by the Committee Chair. 
  

I.  Peace Sign Restoration 
 
II.  Update Buttonwood Gateway Area 
 
III. Egelman’s Park 
 
IV. Angelica Park Lease Agreement Review 
 
V.  Street Paving Projects 
 
VI. Traffic Issues 

 Removal of multiple cross walks at College Ave & Bern St (Albright) 

 Installation of 5th and Bingaman Traffic Signal 
 
VII. Automated Red Light Enforcement Transportation Enhancement Grants  
  Program 
 
VIII. Cutting/trimming grass and weeds at City property 
 
IX. Ordinance Regulating Utilities in City Streets 
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Follow-up Issues: 
 Stormwater Utility 
 Former Police Academy Building 
 Establish and Enforce a Utility Cut Program (PW 15) 
 Fleet Maintenance Contract with Neighboring Municipalities (PW 03) 
 Inventory of Lease Agreements (PW11) 
 Seek Sponsorships for parks and park maintenance 
 Capital Repairs to Library 
 Managing all street lights 
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Monday, May 16, 2011 

Meeting Report 
 

Committee Members Attending:  S. Marmarou, D. Sterner, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz Chair 

 

Others Attending:  S. Katzenmoyer, F. Denbowski, O. Smith, C. Geffken, G. Zolna, N. Walker 

 

The Public Works Committee meeting was called to order at 5:05 pm. 

 

Buttonwood Gateway Area – Develop Integrated Plan 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the Committee requested a written plan for this area.  

Mr. Geffken distributed the plan prepared by the business analyst.  He stated that the plan 

suggests that the Redevelopment Authority re-fence the area, that the solid waste division 

install a video camera, that the unused streets be vacated and closed to vehicles, and that RBI 

and Crime Alert signs are posted in the area. 

 

Mr. Waltman arrived at this time. 

 

Mr. Waltman suggested that area become a community garden.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz 

explained that community gardens rely on the area residents to maintain them.  She 

questioned if there were enough residents present in this area.   

 

Mr. Waltman suggested that the corner lot be paved and basketball nets installed for area 

youth.   Ms. Walker explained that public works will be spraying this area for weed control.  

Mr. Geffken stated that the Redevelopment Authority owns this lot and improvements would 
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need to be made by the Authority. 

 

Mr. Marmarou suggested that the public be made aware that this situation is being addressed. 

 

Mr. Jones arrived at this time. 

 

Mr. Waltman questioned the meaning of vacating the streets.  Mr. Geffken explained that there 

are no properties on Lafayette Street or Johnson Street.  He suggested that Council vacate the 

street and fence in the area. 

 

Mr. Sterner questioned parking in the area and whether closing off these streets would cause 

problems.  Mr. Geffken expressed his belief that parking would not be affected. 

 

Mr. Waltman stated that the condition of the railroad tracks does not help this situation.  Mr. 

Denbowski stated that Norfolk Southern will cooperate with the City for clean up purposes 

but that they will not provide manpower to do clean ups.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that this plan be applied to other areas of the City as 

needed.  She suggested that Mr. Waltman bring further comments and concerns forward as 

needed in this area. 

 

Mr. Marmarou stated that this area has been a concern since the 1950’s. 

 

Mr. Geffken suggested that people referred to the City for community service be utilized for 

graffiti and litter/trash clean ups.  He expressed his belief that the streets which are vacated 

can be reopened in the future as necessary. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need for Crime Alert Berks County to be informed that 

signs will be posted in the area.  Mr. Denbowski stated that he serves on this Board and will 

inform the chairperson. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested holding a town meeting in this neighborhood to provide 

an update to residents. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding – Reading Beautification Inc 

Mr. Denbowski stated that an updated Memorandum is attached which removes the free 

parking and addresses computer access.  He stated that the executive director does not receive 

free parking but that RBI pays the parking fee.  He stated that RBI provides its own computers 
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and pays for internet service.  The computers will not be tied into the City’s system. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need for consistency between employee policy and other 

agencies. 

 

Mr. Denbowski stated that the location of the RBI office will be changed.  He explained that 

the Human Relations Commission will be moving into the former solid waste/call center 

offices and that RBI will be moving to the former Human Relations Commission space on the 

first floor.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed her thanks to RBI for their work on the Great American 

Clean Up.  Ms. Walker stated that in addition, she has coordinated other clean ups with three 

occurring last week.  She stated that RBI and the City have been working well together and 

sharing resources.  She stated that RBI has extended her contract for an additional three 

months to continue working with community groups for clean ups through the summer 

months. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that residents are dumping yard waste at the top of 

Neversink.  She expressed her hope that a clean up will be scheduled for Neversink 

Playground after the construction is complete. 

 

Memorandum of Understanding – Drenkel Field/Flying Dutchmen Aeromodlers 

Several Flying Dutchmen joined the meeting at this time. 

 

The Flying Dutchmen showed a model and explained their use of the field. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if they had literature which could be distributed at the 

Pagoda to draw interest in the Flying Dutchmen events.  The Flying Dutchmen stated that they 

work closely with Pagoda Skyline and encourage participation on the field flying models 

during pagoda or tower events.  They noted how they love to have youth observing and 

encourage them to try this hobby. 

 

Mr. Sterner questioned if the Flying Dutchmen had special events that could be better 

advertised.  The Flying Dutchmen stated that they do not have special events but that groups 

travel to other fields to fly.  They stated that they do not have money to advertise but work 

through Pagoda Skyline for publicity. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz requested a review of the Memorandum.  Mr. Denbowski stated 
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that he learned through Public Works that the Flying Dutchmen did not have a formal 

agreement with the City.  He stated that negotiations with Lower Alsace to turn this field into 

athletic fields have ceased.  He stated that the City’s legal staff has approved this MOU and 

that the Flying Dutchmen have been using the field for many years without a formal 

agreement. 

 

Mr. Marmarou questioned if the field is located within the City.  There was discussion 

regarding boundaries between Reading and Lower Alsace. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if the group had problems with vandalism or dumping.  

The Flying Dutchmen stated that the gate keeps vehicles out and that neighbors have told 

them they are glad when the field is in use. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the MOU did not have an expiration date.  She 

suggested that the next Administration be aware of all the current MOUs and leases the City 

has. 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned how long the Flying Dutchmen have been using the 

field.  The Flying Dutchmen stated that the club has been active since 1938. 

 

Mr. Marmarou stated that this group and those using Rotary Park help protect property. 

 

The Flying Dutchmen stated that Drenkel Field has been rated the best location east of the 

Mississippi River. 

 

The Flying Dutchmen noted the need for their group to continue using this field and requested 

protection from the City selling the field or leasing it to other parties.  Ms. Goodman-

Hinnershitz stated that the City must inform the Flying Dutchmen 60 days before ending the 

MOU.  She questioned the need for a lease.  Mr. Denbowski explained that a lease agreement 

would require more financial resources from the Flying Dutchmen as they would then assume 

additional liability at the field. 

 

Mr. Sterner noted the need for the City to continue this type of agreement with local 

organizations and not take their access away.  He also noted the need for all organizations to 

have formal agreements. 

 

Traffic Issues 

 Request for Stop Sign at S 17th & Haak Sts 



 

7 

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she has not spoken with the principal of 16th & Haak 

about this issue.   

 

Mr. Jones distributed copies of the study done by Spotts, Stevens, McCoy related to speeding 

on S. 17th St near the school.  He stated that the study shows that vehicles are not speeding but 

the fact that cars are going downhill may increase the perception that they are. 

 

Mr. Jones explained that if the School District pays to install flashing warning signals in the 

area that the maintenance of the signals would revert to the City.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that this intersection be discussed with the School 

District as part of the overall plans to address school traffic issues City-wide. 

 

 Pendora Parking 

 

There was a brief discussion regarding some ball players’ continued use of S 18th St for 

parking.   

 

Mr. Smith stated that follow up is needed with the School District regarding school bus 

parking and suggested that this be a project for the Recreation Commission. 

 

Ms. Katzenmoyer suggested planting thorny bushes along a portion of S 18th St to impede 

players from parking on S 18th St and walking through the thorns to access the ball field. 

 

 Request for Traffic Signal at S 5th & Bingaman Sts 

 

Mr. Jones stated that the City is ready to install flashing warning signals in this area but does 

not have the $50,000 installation fee.   

 

 Removal of Multiple Crosswalks at College Ave & Bern St (Albright) 

 

Mr. Jones stated that he, Mr. Geffken, and Chief Heim recently met with Mr. Wood at 

Albright.  He stated that an agreement was met regarding which crosswalks should be 

removed.  Albright will prepare a plan for formal review.  He stated that some crosswalks will 

remain as agreed. 

 

Mr. Marmarou questioned the need for the pedestrian crossing signs during times when 
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students are not on campus.  He stated that they are being moved haphazardly.  Mr. Jones 

agreed that they are not needed when students are not on campus.  Note: many summer camps 

are held on campus when college students are not in session. 

 

Recreation Commission Update 

Mr. Denbowski stated that the City is waiting to hear from the School District regarding their 

level of funding.   

 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz suggested that this be finalized before the end of the school year 

and the departure of Mr. Vecchio.  She also noted the need for Council not to adjust the City 

funding during budget discussions. 

 

Mr. Jones noted that recreation is often a target for budget decreases. 

 

Mr. Denbowski stated that the School District counsel has recommended some changes which 

will be reviewed by the work group at its next meeting.  He noted his hope that the School 

District will fund $100,000 - $150,000 toward the Commission and that the formal agreement 

be signed by September. 

 

Egelman’s Park 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the gate is always open and there are problems.  She 

suggested that the gate remain closed and locked to allow pedestrian access only.  She 

requested that this topic be added to next month’s agenda for further discussion. 

 

Mr. Jones stated that he will be unable to attend the June meeting but that Mr. Zeiber and Ms. 

Hoag will attend as necessary.   

 

Mr. Jones noted that applications for CD funding are due at the end of June.  He stated that he 

will be compiling an updated list for street paving projects which the Committee can review at 

their June meeting.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz also suggested that this list be reviewed at a 

future Committee of the Whole meeting so that all of Council can review the list. 

 

The Public Works Committee adjourned at 6:07 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Shelly Katzenmoyer, Deputy City Clerk 
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From: Piper, Alan  
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2011 8:40 AM 

To: Piper, Alan 

Subject: Funding Opportunity - Traffic Signals and Safety 
  
The following information appeared in the Saturday edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 
Municipalities interested in applying for funding for safety or traffic signal improvements under 
the State’s ARLE program should investigate this opportunity. 
Applications are due back to PennDOT by July 31, 2011. 
Please forward to your municipal engineers. 
  

 

NOTICES 

Invitation to Submit Applications Under the Automated Red Light Enforcement 

Transportation Enhancement Grants Program  
[41 Pa.B. 2789] 

[Saturday, May 28, 2011] 
 Under 67 Pa. Code Chapter 233 (relating to transportation enhancement grants from automated red 

light enforcement system revenues), the Department of Transportation (Department) is inviting city, 

county and municipal governments, and other local boards or bodies with authority to enact laws 

relating to traffic in this Commonwealth, to submit applications, in accordance with the parameters 

delineated in 67 Pa. Code Chapter 233. Applications will be accepted until July 31, 2011. 
 Applications can be obtained at: 
ftp://ftp.dot.state.pa.us/public/Bureaus/HighwaySafety/ARLE%20Grant%20Application.doc  
            Additional guidance information can be found on the Department's Traffic Signal Resource 

Portal located at  
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/Portal%20Information/Traffic%20Signal%20Portal/index_files/Automated_

Red_Light_Enforcement.htm 
  
 Completed applications should be submitted electronically to ARLE_Grants@state.pa.us and be 

followed by the submission of a hard copy. Any questions should be directed to Larry Shifflet, Director, 

Center for Program Development and Management, 400 North Street, 6th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17120, 

(717) 787-2862, ARLE_ Grants@state.pa.us. 
BARRY J. SCHOCH, P.E.,  

Secretary 
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 11-919. Filed for public inspection May 27, 2011, 9:00 a.m.] 

  
*********************************************************************************************************************************
***** 
Alan D. Piper 
Transportation Planner III 
Berks County Planning Commission 

ftp://ftp.dot.state.pa.us/public/Bureaus/HighwaySafety/ARLE Grant Application.doc
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/Portal%20Information/Traffic%20Signal%20Portal/index_files/Automated_Red_Light_Enforcement.htm
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/Portal%20Information/Traffic%20Signal%20Portal/index_files/Automated_Red_Light_Enforcement.htm
mailto:ARLE_Grants@state.pa.us
mailto:Grants@state.pa.us
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633 Court Street, 14th Floor 
Reading, PA 19601 
  
Phone: (610)-478-6300 Ext. 6313 
Fax:     (610)-478-6316 
e-mail: apiper@countyofberks.com 
  
 

mailto:apiper@countyofberks.com

